
Symbols in Peace’s Sanctuary

Approaching our church from any direction, the rooflines suggest the Greek 
letter X which is the first letter in the Greek word for Christ (Xristos). “In Christ” 
is the confession, message, hope and goal of Peace Lutheran Church.

Upon entering the sanctuary, the chancel wall continues to speak to the 
worshiper the important message of life in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer and Lord 
of all the world. The symbols are based upon John 1:18: “No one has ever seen 
God; but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him 
known.” The triangles remind us of the Holy Trinity, One God, yet Three equal 
Persons, as He has revealed Himself in His Word. The large triangle is, however, 
not complete indicating our incomplete and meager knowledge of the holy, 
transcendent God. Yet He has made Himself known to us through His Son, Jesus 
Christ, climaxing in His atoning death on the cross and His glorious 
resurrection. The central symbol, for Jesus Christ, is made up of the Greek X, 
and the Greek R as the “Chi-Rho” together with the Good Friday/Easter cross 

The fish is the symbol used since the early New Testament church. The Greek 
word for fish (icthus) was used to identify the Christian and his faith. Words 
were put to each of the letters: “Jesus Christ God’s Son Savior” (Iesus Christos 
Theou Uios Soter)

The altar is free standing. It is in the form of a table reminding us of the 
bountiful table our gracious God spreads for us, especially Jesus Christ, the 
Bread of Life. The use of the Lord’s Table is climaxed in the Holy Supper where 
God gives to us the body and blood of Jesus Christ as the personal pledge and 
guarantee of the forgiveness of our sins. We are able to approach the holy God 
with our prayers because of His goodness and mercy.

The candles on the altar are communion candles signifying the real presence of 
the true body and blood of Christ in Holy Communion. The three candles on 
both the right and left sides of the chancel wall depict the real presence of the 
Triune God with His people in Word and Sacrament. The baptismal candle near 
the baptismal font reminds us of the power and presence of God in Holy 
Baptism.

+ May All That We Hear and See in this Church Focus on Christ +
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